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Working with a range of different producers, winemaker Jared Etzel—pictured here
at Rodeo Hills—is impressed by the approachability of the 2021 Pinots.

ife is good for Oregon winemakers these days. The heart of

the state’s Pinot Noir production, the Willamette Valley, con-

tinues its reign as one of the most dynamic wine regions in
the country. Pinot retains its popularity among consumers, and
sales are thriving despite an increasingly challenging marketplace.
The excitement is palpable across the state as major players from
the world of wine bring new energy and investment to the scene.
While other regions struggle with a glut of vineyards, Oregon is
planting more.

The news gets even better for fans of the state’s wines, since the
current-release 2021 and 2022 vintages are generally outstanding
across the board. Considering the headaches of the 2020 vintage,
that’s a relief for winemakers and wine drinkers alike.

This is my takeaway after reviewing nearly 450 Oregon wines in
blind tastings at our Napa office since my previous report (“Oregon
Returns to Form,” June 30, 2023). In that analysis, I gave the 2021
Pinots a preliminary score of 91-94 points on Wine Spectator’s
100-point scale, yet after tasting a few hundred more this year, |
bumped it up to a classic score of 95 points. Although the 2022
vintage is quite different from 2021 in style, the wines are similarly
high quality, earning a preliminary rating of 91-94 points.

“Coming out of 2020, I was just happy to have a vintage,” says
Penner-Ash winemaker Kate Ayres, summing up how many in Wil-
lamette Valley felt about 2021. Like a number of other wineries,
Penner-Ash basically skipped the 2020 vintage due to issues of
smoke taint from the year’s wildfires. “2021 was such a blessing
after 2020,” agrees Lingua Franca winemaker Thomas Savre.

What stands out most about the 2021s is their vivid acid profile.
While they are generally riper than old-school Oregon Pinots, their
vibrancy and freshness recall an earlier era in the state.

“Just right out of the gate, they seemed like they were going to
be really friendly wines,” says Ayres, whose Penner-Ash Pinot Noir
Yamhill-Carlton Shea Vineyard 2021 (95 points, $90) is plush and
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compelling. “I think 2021 was a partnership between the 2018 and
2017 vintages. There was a nice combination of red and black fruit,
and the overwhelming freshness is something that we hadn’t seen
for a couple of vintages.”

“What [ appreciate about them is that they’re accessible in their
youth,” says Jared Etzel, winemaker for Domaine Roy & Fils, Tek-
stura, Rodeo Hills and others. “They’re very fine tannin, open-knit
profile wines with a medium-plus density and concentration to
them.” Three of Etzel’s 2021s achieved classic quality: the impres-
sively structured Tekstura Pinot Noir Eola-Amity Hills Redford-
Wetle Vineyard 2021 (95, $70), along with a pair from Domaine
Roy & Fils, the expressive Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Incline 2021
(95, $64) and the precise Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Iron Filbert
Vineyard 2021 (95, $126).

ompared with the 2021s, the 2022 Pinots generally show

more density and more apparent tannins. Many display what

I describe as a cherry or raspberry fruit leather quality to
their texture and mouthfeel, the result of an erratic growing season
that was among the coldest and then the hottest on record.

“The 2022s are tight-structured wines,” Etzel says. “They’re like
a very coiled spring. I think it’s going to be an extremely ageworthy
vintage, but time will tell.” Savre calls the 2022 Pinots “surprisingly
concentrated and generous,” explaining that “the wines are more
on the austere side, but still fresh and fragrant and generous.”

The highest-scoring wines in this report are almost exclusively
from 2021, but that has more to do with the release cycle of the
two vintages, with many leading producers only now releasing their
2022s. One top estate that has already found success with the 2022
vintage is Evening Land, where winemaking partners Raj Parr and
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Lingua Franca’s estate vineyards in the Eola-Amity Hills AVA yielded more than a dozen highly rated 2021s, including a vibrant Chardonnay that is the year’s top-scoring white.

Sashi Moorman delivered two 96-point Pinot Noirs: The Eola-
Amity Hills La Source Seven Springs Estate 2022 ($80) features
tension and density yet remains light on its feet, while sibling Eola-
Amity Hills Summum Seven Springs Estate 2022 ($100) is impec-
cably structured and graceful, with a simmering intensity.

Another producer with a classic-rated 2022 already on the books
is Beaux Fréres, an estate that continues to set a high standard un-
der the direction of Mike D. Etzel and his winemaking team. The
Pinot Noir Ribbon Ridge The Beaux Fréres Vineyard 2022 (95,
$125) offers both detail and dimension, featuring rich flavors of
raspberry and guava laced with hints of spiced tea and sandalwood.
The winery also crafted one of this report’s top-rated 2021s, the
Pinot Noir Ribbon Ridge The Upper Terrace 2021 (96, $130), a
full-bodied version showing dynamic flavors
that build complexity.

Among the year’s other top-scorers, Alex-

Noir Eola-Amity Hills Lingua Franca Estate 2021 (95, $60) along-
side this report’s top white, the precise and vibrant Chardonnay
Eola-Amity Hills Chers Amis 2021 (95, $75).

At the other end of spectrum, both 2021 and 2022 offer plenty
of options for bargain hunters as well. A to Z Wineworks’ Pinot
Noir Oregon 2021 (88, $22) is a lively quaff, Broadley’s Pinot Noir
Willamette Valley 2022 (90, $25) and Elouan’s Pinot Noir Oregon
2021 (88, $22) are each generous and juicy, and Montinore’s
Pinot Noir Willamette Valley Red Cap 2021 (90, $24) is zesty and
energetic. White wine values also abound, such as the crisp and
delicate Elk Cove Pinot Gris Willamette Valley 2022 (91, $22)
and the sleek and snappy Four Graces Pinot Gris Willamette
Valley 2022 (88, $21).

RATING OREGON PINOT NOIR VINTAGES IN WILLAMETTE VALLEY

ana winemaker Tresider Burns produced the 2022 | 91-94 | The season started cold and rainy, then turned hot and dry; NYR
Pinot Noir Dundee Hills Single Clone Pom- Pinots show density and tannins, but also rich flavors
: : B 2021 95 Intense June heat spike failed to dampen an otherwise Drink or hold
mard 2021 (95, $75) and Pinot Noir Eola excellent vintage; Pinots are perfumed, fresh and vibrant
Am1ty Hills Zena Crown Vmeyard 2021 (95’ 2020 88 Promising vintage marred by wildfires; many wineries skipped | Drink or hold
$75), both impeccably structured with expres- the vintage entirely, fearing smoke taint. Trust your favorites
sive flavors, while veteran Isabelle Meunier 2019 97 Warm summer tempered by rain near harvest led to classic Drink or hold
. ) ) Oregon-style Pinots, with bright structures and floral aromas
made the silky-textured Pinot Noir Eola- : ; : : :
) ) : 2018 94 Mid-September showers revived vines stressed by a warm, arid | Drink or hold
Anmity Hills Anahata Vineyard 2021 (95, $50) summer, laying the groundwork for excellent wines
for newcomer Aubaine. (Meunier made wine 2017 95 A cold, rainy spring and hot, dry summer led to potentially Drink or hold
angular wines, but quality is generally high

at Evening Land before launching Lavinea

with partner Greg Ralston.) Another veteran ot yet reviewed.

winemaker, Véronique Boss-Drouhin, turned
recommended

out the graceful Domaine Drouhin Pinot Noir
Dundee Hills Lauréne 2021 (95, $75), while

Lingua Franca’s Savre made the lilting Pinot

A score range indicates preliminary analysis based on barrel samples and/or a limited sampling; many wines of the vintage
Vintage ratings: 95-100, classic; 90-94, outstanding; 85-89, very good; 80-84, good; 75-79, mediocre; 50-74, not

Drinkability: “NYR” means most of the wines of the vintage are yet to be released; “drink” means most of the wines of the
vintage are ready to drink; “hold” means most of the ageworthy wines have yet to fully mature; “past peak” means most of
the wines are declining rather than improving.
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